COMPREHENSIVE CANCER
PhD PROGRAM
The University of Melbourne's Comprehensive Cancer PhD Program
aims to produce graduates ready to conduct world-class cancer
research and set them on a path to a broad range of career options.
Tapping into the depth and breadth of knowledge and experience
offered by the ten partners of the Victorian Comprehensive Cancer
Centre (VCCC) alliance, the Comprehensive Cancer PhD Program
provides a unique opportunity for multidisciplinary cancer-related PhD
candidates to experience clinical and research activities across the
alliance. The program also provides access to industry/external groups
including legal, government, industry, education, clinical trials,
publishing and charitable organisations, to broaden the scope of their
research knowledge, professional development and career training.
The innovative and integrated course will provide academic and
specialist cancer research training that will broaden their knowledge
and the context of their research. The program is designed to
complement existing PhD activities and provides opportunities to
develop professional skills that will help candidates to fulfil their career
ambitions.

Program activities will be run at different times throughout the year
and across years of candidature. The timing of the optional
internships/placements will be decided in consultation with the
Program manager, supervisory team and the student, and will vary
depending on the placement.

Eligibility
Applicants must have completed an undergraduate degree in a
relevant discipline and meet university PhD entrance requirements.
Applicants must also enrol to undertake a cancer-related PhD in an
organisation that is part of the VCCC Alliance.
The flexible program is designed to be of interest to PhD students
with either a scientific or clinical background, including medical
graduates, nursing and allied health specialists.
Students undertake their PhD research activities in their host
department/organisation, but will also have access to the
Comprehensive Cancer PhD program to bolster their research and
professional development.

Program overview
The Comprehensive Cancer PhD program builds on established
conventional training for cancer research students providing a
coordinated program of skills, research and career training in addition
to usual PhD activities. Specifically developed for students within
VCCC alliance partners, the program is designed to assist their
academic progress and timely completion, and to address emerging
cancer research training needs.
Through the program, students will build their CV and obtain a career
edge, with formal recognition of specialist cancer training and
professional skills. A record of participation will be provided at the end
of candidature.
To facilitate immersion in the research discipline and related fields, the
program is weighted to deliver the highest load of activities in the first
year of candidature.

The program includes:
1) Research skills development, including mastery of core
technologies, cancer-specific seminars and presentations and critical
analysis through exposure to journal clubs.
2) Professional and career development, including generic and
transferrable skills, mentoring, networking, leadership, career
opportunities, internships and placements.
3) Communication skills development, including thesis and journal
writing skills, and oral or poster presentations skills.
4) Optional internships/placements tailored to the student's interests
and relevance to their PhD.
5) Supporting department postgraduate program requirements,
including support for the research project, progress reviews and
supervisor training and management.

Learning Management System (LMS)
The Cancer PhD program is supported by the University of
Melbourne's LMS. Students and supervisors can access this online
resource to obtain up-to-date information on skills development,
training and other learning or career development opportunities
available to them across the program including workshops, seminars,
courses and internships.

About the Victorian Comprehensive Cancer
Centre Alliance
Founded in the holistic principles of the internationally- recognised
Comprehensive Cancer Centre model, the VCCC is a powerful alliance
of 10 leading academic, research and clinical institutions with a
shared commitment to working together to advance and accelerate
cancer research, education, treatments, prevention and care.
Individually these organisations are leaders in the sector, each
bringing particular strengths and specialities: together they represent
a formidable force working to control and cure cancer. The nature and
scale of the alliance fosters collaborative opportunities that enable
access to large cancer patient populations; facilitating key cancer
research and clinical trial pathways, and bolstering education and
learning for cancer professionals.
For students in the Comprehensive Cancer PhD Program, access to
the alliance will provide opportunities to develop a thorough
understanding of the bench-to-bedside model that is fundamental to
the Comprehensive Cancer Centre approach to integrated research.

For more information, email us at ccphd@petermac.org

