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 All participants should read the Funding Rules for schemes under the Linkage 
Programme (2016 edition). The scheme specific ‘Instructions to Applicants’ documents 
also contain important information for Research Office staff and individual participants 
preparing proposals. 

 The Australian Research Council (ARC) does not respond to queries from individual 
participants. Individual participants should direct all queries regarding ARC funding 
schemes to their Administering Organisation’s Research Office (or equivalent). If further 
information regarding any of the NCGP schemes is required, the Research Office should 
contact the NCGP inbox at: ncgp@arc.gov.au, or for Linkage Projects scheme queries, 
ARC-LinkageProjects@arc.gov.au. 

 Information regarding the Research Management System (RMS) is available at the 
ARC website, or by contacting rms@arc.gov.au for assistance. 

 As soon as information regarding important scheme dates becomes available, the ARC 
website will be updated. The ARC will also notify the Research Administrators’ Network of 
any updates through tweets. 

 Please note that this FAQ document only addresses the eligibility of proposals submitted 
under the Funding Rules for schemes under the Linkage Programme (2016 edition) (the 
Funding Rules) 
Rules regarding project limits for funding held under earlier or later Funding Rules 
may differ from those mentioned in this document. 

 Questions regarding limits for currently held funding should be directed to ARC-
Postaward@arc.gov.au. 

 

This Frequently Asked Questions document will be updated as required. Details of any 
amendments will be appended to this document. 
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Part A LINKAGE PROJECTS – ELIGIBILITY 

1.1 A Chief Investigator (CI) on a draft Linkage Projects commencing in 2017 (LP17) 
proposal has recently moved to an Eligible Organisation. Given the move 
occurred after 1 July 2017 (the Commencement Date), do they need to include 
their previous employer’s details at G7 and G9 of the proposal form, and does 
their participation need to be supported by the previous employer? 

No. From 14 September 2017, for the purposes of questions G7 and G9 of the LP17 
proposal form only, applicants should use a commencement date of 1 January 2018. 

1.2 How does a CI calculate their number of Active Projects for eligibility purposes 
now that the Commencement Date as stated in the Funding Rules (1 July 2017) 
has passed? 

For all LP17 proposals, including those submitted after 1 July 2017, applicants should 
continue to use the Commencement Date of 1 July 2017 when calculating a 
participant’s total number of Active Projects as at D10.2 of the Funding Rules. 

1.3 Can a government organisation be a Partner Organisation on an LP17 proposal? 

A government organisation may participate on an LP17 proposal as a Partner 
Organisation, provided they meet the eligibility requirements at A6.2 and D8 of the 
Funding Rules. The ARC does not provide advice on whether a specific organisation is 
eligible to be a Partner Organisation, it is the responsibility of the Administering 
Organisation submitting the proposal to determine whether a potential Partner 
Organisation meets the eligibility requirements in the Funding Rules. 

1.4 My set duration contract at an Eligible Organisation will be valid as at the 
Commencement Date, but it is due to finish before the end of the proposed 
project. Am I eligible to apply for a CI role on an LP17 proposal?  

Yes. A researcher holding a fixed duration contract for at least 0.2 FTE at an Eligible 
Organisation valid as at 1 July 2017 or 1 January 2018 (for LP17 proposals submitted 
from 14 September to 19 December 2017) is eligible to apply for a CI role. If the 
proposal is successful, CIs and PIs must meet the eligibility criteria for the duration of 
the project. If a CI/PI’s employment changes during the project, for example a contract 
expires and is not extended, the Administering Organisation must promptly notify the 
ARC of the change of circumstances. 

1.5 The 2017 edition of the Funding Rules for schemes under the Linkage Program 
has just been released, but the 2016 edition is also still on the ARC website. 
Under which funding rules will my LP proposal be assessed? 

Proposals submitted using the LP17 proposal form in RMS up until 19 December 2017 
will be submitted and assessed under the Funding Rules for schemes under the 
Linkage Programme (2016 edition). Proposals submitted using an LP18 proposal form 
in RMS from 20 December 2017 until late 2018 will be submitted and assessed under 
the Funding Rules for schemes under the Linkage Program (2017 edition).  

1.6 I started a proposal in the LP17 form, however it will not be submitted before the 
end of the LP17 round on 19 December 2017. What will happen to the draft 
proposal after the deadline?  
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After the deadline for submission for LP17 (19 December 2017), any draft proposals 
will remain in RMS and will still be accessible to the Administering Organisation’s 
Research Office and its participants. Please note that you will not be able to edit this 
form or submit it in the LP18 round. Applicants wishing to submit an LP18 proposal 
which they drafted in the LP17 form will need to create an LP18 proposal and copy and 
paste any information from the LP17 form into the LP18 form.  

 


